RALLY...
MEDICAL
RESEARCH

PROTECT PROGRESS

THAT SAVES LIVES

WHY WE RALLY

For more than half a century, Republicans and Democrats have worked together to make the National Institutes of Health (NIH)
the world’s premier medical research agency. Federal investments in NIH have fueled breakthroughs across every field of health,
resulting in increased life expectancy and improved quality of life worldwide, strengthened America’s economic competitiveness
and national security, and secured the United States’ leadership in science and innovation.

Few issues unite the nation so strongly. Ninety-six percent of voters say federal funding for medical research is important, and 95
percent want the United States to be a global leader in the field. Nearly two-thirds believe the federal government does not invest
enough in medical research.* The message is clear: the American people expect medical research to be a national priority.

SUSTAINING A BIPARTISAN LEGACY

¢ Fund NIH to Advance Lifesaving Research
More than 500 organizations across the medical
research community are urging Congress to
provide at least $51.3 billion for NIH in FY2027.
Therefore, we encourage Congress to work together
during the next few months to build on the House
Appropriations Committee’s initial funding proposal
for NIH in FY2027 (a $100 million increase to $47.3
billion). A robust funding increase for NIH in FY2027
will protect the progress already achieved against
the hundreds of diseases affecting millions of
Americans and accelerate the discoveries that will
benefit patients and their families in the years to
come. In addition, we urge Congress to direct NIH
to award those funds promptly and as intended to
provide the stability researchers need to pursue
promising ideas and ensure lifesaving research
continues without interruption.

¢ Protect Taxpayer Investments Without Undermining
Medical Research. Earlier this year, the White
House Office of Management and Budget issued
an extremely concerning proposal that would, if
implemented, inject political considerations into
federal research funding decisions. It would also
allow active grants, including grants supporting
ongoing clinical trials, to be terminated for reasons
unrelated to recipient performance or scientific
merit. And it would restrict federal support for
activities that are fundamental to scientific progress,
including publishing research findings, participating
in scientific meetings, and pursuing appropriate
international collaborations.

THE MOMENT BEFORE US

We want to express our appreciation to Congress
for taking the important bipartisan step of blocking
the rule from taking effect through the Continuing
Resolution, which expires on December 11.The
medical research advocacy community is united in
its call for OMB to withdraw this proposal entirely
and/or to call on Congress to continue to prevent
OMB from finalizing or implementing the proposal.

Strengthen America’s Edge in Innovation.

NIH investment saves lives while strengthening
America’s economy, health security, and global
competitiveness. In FY2025, NIH-supported research
generated $94.15 billion in economic activity,
supported 390,863 jobs nationwide, and produced
$2.57 for every $1 invested.

The countries that lead in science will shape the
future of medicine and gain a decisive advantage

in economic strength, national security, and

global influence. Other countries are investing
aggressively in medical research and recruiting top
scientists. America cannot maintain its edge if those
researchers see a better future elsewhere. Sustained
NIH funding will keep talent and discovery here — as
well as the jobs that support it. This funding will also
maintain the medical research workforce pipeline
and help ensure that the United States leads the
next era of medicine.

We are living through a period of extraordinary scientific promise. Diseases that once appeared untreatable are becoming
manageable and even curable, but continued progress depends on the decisions Congress makes now.

Therefore, we urge Congress to support robust funding for NIH, complete the FY2027 appropriations process as soon as
possible, and ensure that NIH can support life-saving research by permanently rejecting OMB’s proposed rulemaking.

*Source: United for Cures, Spring 2026 National Poll, Public Opinion Strategies, March 4-10, 2026
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