
WE URGE CONGRESS TO:
• � Provide at least $51.3 billion for the NIH base budget in FY 2027, consistent with the 

medical research community’s recommendation, to sustain progress and advance 
lifesaving discoveries.

•  �Prevent OMB from finalizing or implementing proposed grantmaking changes that 
would undermine scientific merit review, expand agencies’ authority to terminate 
research awards, and introduce greater uncertainty into the federal research process.

Over 90% of the NIH budget goes directly to research
awards, programs, and centers; training programs;  
and research and development contracts.

NIH funds scientists across the country. Each year, NIH awards
more than 50,000 research and training grants. These support: 
     •  Approximately 300,000 researchers;
     •  At more than 2,500 universities & organizations;
     •  In every state.

NIH funding contributed to 354 of 356 new drugs approved by 
the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) between 2010 and 2019, 
including 86 first-to-target products to treat a wide range  
of diseases.

Sources: NIH; Galkina Cleary E et al. JAMA Health Forum 2023

NIH-FUNDED RESEARCH is the best way to improve...

Americans are living longer, healthier lives
Death rates for many of the nation’s leading killers, including heart disease, stroke, 
and cancer, have declined substantially since 2000.

However, due to demographic changes, additional investments in NIH are 
required to reduce the toll that disease will take on all Americans. 
Recent projections show that:
• � By 2050, 61% of U.S. adults, more than 184 million people, will live with cardiovascular 

disease, including heart attack and stroke, at an annual cost of $1.8 trillion.
• � By 2060, nearly 14 million Americans will be living with Alzheimer’s disease, 

almost double the number today.
• � By 2050, the number of new cancer cases diagnosed annually in the U.S. is projected to 

exceed 3.5 million, a nearly 40 percent increase.

Sources: NIH, Center for Disease Control, American Heart Association, and American Association for 
Cancer Research®

THE HEALTH OF AMERICANS
NIH funding supports 21st century jobs
In 2025 alone, NIH funding directly and indirectly 
supported more than 390,000 jobs nationwide.

Billions of dollars are added to the U.S. economy
In 2025, NIH contributed over $94 billion in  
new economic activity. Twenty-four states saw an 
economic gain of $1 billion or more. Since 2015, NIH 
research funding has generated more than $822 billion 
in new economic activity and supported 3.7 million 
jobs nationwide.

Source: United For Medical Research

THE HEALTH OF OUR ECONOMY

KEEPING 
UP THE 
MOMENTUM

Congress rejected deep NIH 
cuts and sustained FY 2026 
funding. But appropriated 
dollars must reach the lab. 
Delayed disbursements, 
terminated grants, and  
record-low success rates 
are stalling progress against 
cancer and hundreds of 
other diseases. In FY 2027, 
Congress must fund NIH 
robustly and predictably, and 
ensure every dollar reaches 
researchers without delay.
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