
Subject: Rally for Medical Research – Thank you for meeting on September 17 

Hi [Staff Member's Name], 

Thank you for taking the time to meet with me during the Rally for Medical Research on 
September 17. I appreciated the opportunity to share why continued federal investment in 
medical research is so important to me—[insert brief personal reason or connection here]. 

As we discussed, funding for the National Institutes of Health (NIH) is essential to 
improving patient outcomes and maintaining America's leadership in medical research. To 
sustain this progress, I urge [Representative/Senator Last Name] to: 

• Support at least $51.3 billion for the NIH base budget in FY 2027. 
• Prevent the Office of Management and Budget (OMB) from finalizing or 

implementing proposed grantmaking changes that would undermine scientific merit 
review. 

Decades of bipartisan support for NIH-funded research have fueled breakthroughs across 
every field of health, benefiting countless patients and their families. However, this 
extraordinary progress is at risk. Proposals to drastically cut the NIH budget and attempts 
by the administration to inject political considerations into federal research funding 
decisions have created unprecedented instability in the medical research community. 
Though a proposed executive order on NIH grant review has been shelved for now, that risk 
remains. For new breakthroughs and cures to continue, Congress must keep rejecting calls 
to slash NIH funding and put lasting guardrails in place to protect scientific merit review.  

Thank you again for your time. I hope [Representative/Senator Last Name] will continue to 
champion medical research. 

Best regards, 

[Your Name] 

[City, State] 

[Institution or Affiliation, if applicable] 


